
Here's a different kind of wood¬ 
working "jig." After you put a 
smile on the face of this project, 
it will do the same for that 
special youngster. 


FTHF HvC'iPii 


The ‘Isle t©m JUtte? 

THE STORY OFA FtTRCE BAD RA&lilT 


S tart with a 6-foot 1x12 on Saturday 
morning and by Sunday night, 
this happy character will brighten 
up a child's room. The clock movement 
and dial are part of a convenient kit 
(Source, page 74). 

Swing into action 

1 Prepare three Mxl0%xl7y8" pine 
blanks and one 3 Ax6 3 / sx8V6" blank 
[Drawing 1], You'll also need a 12x12" 
piece of VP plywood. 


2 Make four copies of the Clock Top 
Pattern and the Clock Bottom Pattern 

from the WOOD Patterns® insert. Tape 
the patterns together where indicated 
and set one copy aside for shaping the 
backs (H, I) later. From one copy, cut out 
the patterns for the arms (C, D), head 
(E), and shoes (F, G). Cut and discard the 
arms from the remaining patterns. 
Spray-adhere the patterns to the blanks 
[Drawing 1]. At the bandsaw, rough-cut 
the arm (C) and shoe (F) from the body 


back (B) blank. Glue the remaining body 
back blank to a piece of 3 A"-thick stock to 
make part B IV 2 " thick [Drawing 2], 

Highlight the lines to cut on each 
pattern [Photo A, Drawing 1]. Drill a 
21 /64" hole where indicated on the body 
front (A) and a 3 A" hole where indicated 
at the top of the head (E). Bandsaw to 
within Vi6 n of the lines on all the pieces 
[Photo B] and sand them to shape. 

Remove the pattern from the body 
back (B) and glue the body front (A) 
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Make it easy to track the correct cutline by 
tracing it with a highlighter before going to 
the bandsaw. 


BANDSAW AN INSIDE CUT 



Access the inside waste areas by making a cut 
parallel with the grain. Glue the access cuts 
closed before assembly. 



While gluing up the body front (A) and back 
(B), align the outlines as closely as possible to 
minimize sanding. 



PARTS LAYOUT 


10 %" 



10 %" 




m w 



All parts cut from 1 x stock. 
Part B laminated from two 
layers of lx stock. See the 
instructions. 


and body back together [Photo C]. Sand 
the inside and outside edges flush. We 
used a spindle sander and shop-made 
sanding blocks [Shop Tip, right], working 
from 100 grit up to 220 grit. Sand the 
arms (C, D), head (E), and shoes (F, G) to 
the pattern lines. 

5 Clamp the shoes (F, G) to your bench 
and use a utility knife to cut a W- 
wide groove above the soles [Photo D], 
Clean up the grooves with the folded 
edge of a piece of 150-grit sandpaper. Set 


SHOP TIP 



Wedges make a point 

60°corner 

1 

9qo corner 

A wedge-shaped sanding block 
with three different angles 
makes it easy to shape corners 
that a spindle sander can't 
reach. Rip one from the edge 
of a wider blank. Cover the 

V 
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^ 30°corner \ 
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wedge with self-adhesive sand¬ 
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paper or use spray adhesive to 



glue on regular sandpaper. 
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up a chamfer bit in your table-mounted 
router and rout Vs" chamfers on the body 
front (A), arms (C, D), head (E), and shoes 
(F, G) where shown on the patterns. Use 
a splash of paint thinner to remove the 
patterns from all pieces. Sand these 
pieces to 220 grit. 

Glue the head (E) and shoes (F ; G) 
onto the body front (A) and sand the 
edges flush. Check the fit of the arms (C, 
D) against the body backs (B) and sand 
as needed to get a tight fit. Glue the arms 
in place [Photo E]. 

Rout a V4" rabbet V4" deep around the 
cavity at the rear of the body (A-G) 
[Drawing 2], Retrieve the pattern set aside 
earlier, spray-adhere it to W plywood, 
and cut out the backs (H, I), cutting just 
outside the dashed lines. Sand the edges 
of the backs to fit in the rabbets. Screw 
the turnbuttons to the rear of the body. 
Apply a finish to all parts. (We 
stained ours with Varathane Pecan 
No. 218, then brushed on two coats of 
polyurethane varnish.) 



Carve a Vie'-deep V-groove by carefully 
cutting along the pattern lines. Deepen the 
groove with successive cuts if needed. 


9 Glue the clock face to the body (A), 
aligning the 12 with the hole in the 
head (E) [Drawing 2j. Install the clock 
movement and a battery and attach the 
hands. Trim the pendulum arm to 6 3 A", 
hang it from the clock movement, then 



Glue the arms (C, D) to the body (A/B/E/F/G) 
centered on the thickness of the body. Use 
glue sparingly to minimize squeeze-out. 


start the pendulum swinging. If it taps 
against the side of the body, rotate the 
clock movement slightly. Place the backs 
(H, I) into the rabbets in the body back 
(B) and tighten the turnbuttons to hold 
the backs in place. $ 






Supplies: Spray adhesive. 

Blade and bits: Vs" bandsaw blade; 21 / 64 ", 

3 A" drill bits; 45° chamfer, Va" rabbet router bits. 

Source 

Hardware kit contains: %" turnbuttons (8), 
pendulum clock movement, clock hands, clock face. 
Kit no. 4500, $16.95, Meisel Hardware Specialties, 
800-441 -9870, meiselwoodhobby.com. 

Lumber: y4Xl2x12" plywood, no. 4501, $3.25, 
Meisel Hardware Specialties. 


Cutting Diagram 


Produced by Craig Ruegsegger with Kevin Boyle 

Project design: Paul Meisel 

Illustrations: Roxanne LeMoine; Lorna Johnson 
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OD Patterns® insert 








CLOCKTOP 
FULL-SIZE PATTERN 

(4 needed) 



21 /64" hole in (A) 


Va" rabbet Va" deep along 
back inside edge of (b) 



Join patterns here. 


To ensure full-size patterns are correct 
size, your printer should be set to print 
at 100% (not fit to page). Measure 
full-size patterns to verify size. 


i/ 4 1/2 3/4 
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Join patterns here. 


Join patterns here. 


CLOCK BOTTOM 
FULL-SIZE PATTERN 

(4 needed) 


To ensure full-size patterns are correct 
size, your printer should be set to print 
at 100% (not fit to page). Measure 
full-size patterns to verify size. 


Vs" chamfer 
on (A)only 


Cut here for (T). 



Vs" chamfer 


Vie" V-groove 


w 
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CLOCK BOTTOM 
FULL-SIZE PATTERN 

(4 needed) 


y 8 " chamfers 
on(^A) only 


W rabbet 
^ 14" deep 
on back face of (b) 


To ensure full-size patterns are correct 
size, your printer should be set to print 
at 100% (not fit to page). Measure 
full-size patterns to verify size. 


Join patterns here. 


1/2 

1/ 4 3/4 



®.(B) 


Vs" chamfer 


Vie" V-groove 
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More from WOOD Magazine 


WOODStore.net 


Browse more than 1,000 woodworking project plans, articles, tool reviews, books, techniques, & more. 
Each plan includes step-by-step instructions, professional color photography, and detailed illustrations. 



WOODmaipazine.com 

A WEALTH OF INFORMATION JUST A CLICK AWAY 

The online presence of WOOD magazine, 
WOODmagazine.com speaks to online users 
of all woodworking skill levels with free 
woodworking plans, helpful forums, 
numerous articles, to help you become a 
better woodworker. 



WOODWorkersCenter.com 


LOOKING FOR INFORMATION FROM LEADING 
WOODWORKING COMPANIES? 

WOODWorkersCenter.com is just the site for 
your woodworking tool, accessory, and service 
informational needs. Use the online info 
request feature to request these companies 
latest catalogs or info. 



WOODmagazine.com/videos 



PROFESSIONAL, PORTABLE VIDEO 

The biggest names in 
woodworking help you build your 
skills with downloadable videos. 



FREE MAGAZINE SUPPORT 24/7 

WOOD magazine editors provide 
more than 120 streaming videos, 
from 2 to 10 minutes in length. 





BY WOODWORKERS, 

FOR WOODWORKERS 

Watch free videos of other 
woodworkers showing their stuff. 


TOOL 

SCHOOL 


WATCH A DEMO BEFORE YOU BUY 

Don’t spend a penny on a tool or 
accessory until you learn how it 
works and what it can do. 























































































































